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Er|":." Liardner was born in Princeton, Mew Jersey,
in 1917, Her father, a Princeton gradunte, ag cept-
ed & POSICION  MENAKINE A TANC h mear Colosado
Springs, Colorado, where she spent most of her child-
hood, She grew wp around horses on the ranch and
photos show her jumping horses as a young woman
The family larer mosed o Lake Macid, Mew York, and
finally, & Lake Placid, Florida, The fimily had inhes-
ited 3 small formune from nineteenth cenruey raileosd
interests and Ethel was propecly educated. Although
!.rl'l'..'l.1 MOs InfeEnse |.'.‘|I||_'.|r||||'| il wears arrived af about
the same rime as The Grear Depression, her parents
were able o educate }'-;-r. .";Iln.' :_;|.-|_Ju.|‘_q,'.| friMmi i
blamgaret: School in Watetbury, Connecticur, then
went on e schools in Sturigar, Lrermany, and later
Cirenchble, France. She attended The
Acadermy of Dramatic Ams in Mew Yok City and
Washingron it The

achool for Se cretanies in Mew York Ciky. As a YOI

American

"‘.Ill.' l.l"'l'||.|ll.||.'.‘| |'||.'r |'.‘|||.\_'.1I 1

WOTINAT, '-III\.' bvionsly hasd 2 flair for crEative arts amad

=

this ralent would e Kress itself im an AMATLNE Wy s
'\-III\.' Ty .|i.‘||;'

Dnaring the war years, Erthel worked ar the Maval
Shipyards in Philadelphia. As a voung woman, she
worked in mechanical and management jobs, ending
ke cAreef ar the

Philadelphia. 15 the decade from 1946 1o 1956, she
k

COpOTALE Eleo Corporarion in

workings of her mind. The Naval Air Materials Center
Award was for developing o method for caralopuing
andd identifying instruments. In 1953, the Research
[nstitute of America gave her an award for her method
aof record keeping on absenteetsm. And in 1956, dhe
Institute gave her an award for Raisine the Porenrial of
Unskilled Workers. She also desypmed an suromaric

Walsl

grain feeder for horses that would dole our 100 pournds
of feed in predetermined quantities, two or three times
o I\.I-'l. an I\.II\."-.I!I'l.I'.I\.'.I I'll 4ITs |':|_'- |.|-|I ProsIEIon q,'|:||| ||.., il
wias Industrial Belations Director. So here was a young

woiman with a creative mechanical ability as well as Ay
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extracrdimary intellect for designing recond-keeping
systems. These accomplishments speak to thar rare
blend of creanivity and analviical ahilitles we wome
vimes call “Yankee |I'|u.'||l.|1|', " In her osen words, she
“retired” in 1957, at the soe of $0. And then Ethel
LCrardmer started the real work of her life.

Ethel decided o start building a small herd of
Morgan horses. She purchased Lind, built her own
howse, -"I'I'\.I started @ stable near |'|'||_.|-_|-_'||'.|'|'_.| She
boanded a few horses ar first and her strateEy Was [o
acguine one baoodmane a year

Mear the end of the 1940s, while Erhel Gardner
Was winning aweamcks for Iu-r achisvensents n c COTHOrare
lsfe, Makel Owen and Mary Jean McCulloch went 1o
the same swctwn and bid om the same mare. Mary lean
wirny the bid thar '.I-’h-. b Mabel made i I‘ll_'r 'r~|_|=|||.._-“ %]
speak with the woman who got the mare she admired.
The twas became friends, and in 1950 and 1951, Mabel
leased her seallson, Squire Burger {Juzan x Mella), w the
young woman who was just starting her Mosgan breed
ing progran. Squite Barger stood at MeCulloch Earm
for two scasons and i 1951 Marv Jean bred [Diana-
Manstield o “"'\-.|u|r\-.- |:'-.|r~"'-g-r The tollonwing spring, she
foaled Whippoorwill Duke, who became the herd sie
at McCulloch Farm for the next quarter century. Mary
Jean MoCulloch marmied Abex siloff in 1953 and sold
most of her broodmares, bur kepr Duke. The couple
began their family and their Morgan breeding prregram
was on hold for a few vears, Mary Jean later boughi
moqe mares o breed o Duke and rekindled the
Whippoorwill dream st MeCulloch Farm

[n 1958 and 1959, Mary Jean leased
Whippoorwill Duke to Helen Greenwale in Hlinois
M. Gireenwalt had pood resson o wanr [uke.
because his grandsire was her own __-|||'||-:'|' k-ln;_;. s
Greenwalt bred Duke w Jenney Lake (Senator
Graham x Monty by Flyhawk) and in 1960 she foaled
i colt. Mrs, Greenwalt wanted 1o sell the colt g Ethel
Lardmer, but Ethel aleeady had ordered her one
broodmare for the year and declined. Afver the third
try, Mes, Greenwalt finally gave up and sold her nice
colt bt learned they |"|.IIII'||'-J o peld hiime M
Urreenwalt thought this colt was musch too nice o be
gelded, =0 she backed our of the sale and i otfered
Ethel the opportumicy e buy the colt. She sweetended
the deal with a price Ethel could mot refuse. Ethel
bought the colt, now named The Yamikee, and Irrensgbut
him home o her firm in Pennsylvania

She chose r:"-l.' prefis s ke for |'|l.,'r tarm amd
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{Upposite) The Yankee with Evhel Gardner, whip, [ Ahove) The Yanke: prangd
s, LMesky Dhoke (b Yamkees Anhingo) ar the 2002 Shring Fling Shou

{ Phovo Sunflimeer Photography)

she started the Cascade € allepe of Horsen .|'.'|-|'.|',‘-.
which offered certificarss in ANy  cabepories
Eventually she expanded her boarding and training
facilicy ro imclude a 34-horse barm, an arer, and half
interest im a7 2eacre farm where she pastured horses,
amd of course, & mortzape,

The young colr kad the kind and affecrionare dis
POSIDion that made I"h SINE  EASCIOLIL. "-:'-.'.:'.||'\-|'h.|||ru|||
[hake -Ir:_-._| a generation of he R |||.|I made the
W, |'|||'-|'-n.-|-.-. il prefix fmous for kind dispuositions and

o ||. Tlllkl.l:' WS |'|I'\- r'.|'_|'||_-|'-. =10

versatile individua

I ||'l'\..'| taeli=ved thar :".I-'-r*_' 1S -.||.\_~|_|!.] iy .,'.'\glr'l,'||'|||1_l
and made no excuwses for the stallion mindser. The
Yankee would be a versatile Morgan, She trained hin
10 harness, but she had long since given up nding, due
o an earler sccident in which she was badly injured
Judith Palmer Harik did his saddle training once a

week and a young girl who had never ridden hefore

ke I him '\-"‘il."'l.l"-l.'l.l under sekile in |'l|_'I:|l.-\.,'|_':'_ fuls ETWIre

formal lessons. In his carcer The Yankee would perform
i Fark Saddle, Western Pleasure, Roadster, Jumiping,
I:I'I:.:II"I:I. E\II.':'ﬂllrl.', Tr.|| |'|r'."‘\-'\-.ll.._'\.'. |'|,|;||\--\.-\. TAC M |].||
racing, walking races, and pulling a stone boat.

Even before The Yankee arrived ar Cascade
:"ll--lrl.'-’ll'l"-. I::llll.'l conceived of @ horse sk ths ||_.\,.|.|.|
showease the versatility of the individual =She wis on
her way o The Pennsylvamia Mational Muonzin Shiow
in 1959 cne EVETIINE |.l.||-\.,'|| she biad the _‘I._-_. i & ver-
aatility showe [0 was an outr igeous idea. Erhel wrone
the rules herself and certainly knew how o be precisg
10 WL |'|I'H-I. By £ niry |'|.|-_i Tis CoMnpre e 1 |'|||_|||.
ple divisions. The rules were specific. There was some
flexibiliy about which rece w un, but every horse
buasd b run & race either under "-.hiuill_‘ of im0 hirvess.
There were walking races, flar races, and harness

rces. Ethels o el o Thie Versatilioy Show was




enormously labor intensive for s time,
because it required judges with expertise
in a vast array of areas and each of the dis-
ciplines had to be staffed, If it was taxing
for the people, it was even maore so for the
horses, who competed in multiple and
physically demanding classes in a single
day. Pulling a stone boat, jumping a
course, and showing in English Pleasure is
a lot to do in one day.

Erhel wasted no time implementing
her idea. The first versarilicy show ok
place in 1960 ar the grounds of the
Huntimgdon Valley Riders and Drivers
Association  in Huntngden  Malley,
Pennsylvanin. Fourteen horses compered,
Echel was undaunted by the small atten:
dance. The next year the show was held in
Jarrettown, Pennsylvanin. Each year the
little show grew and evenoually cutgrew its
venue. [n 1983, it moved to The Liberty
Bell Race Track and later ac Pemnypack
Park, both in Philadelphia. In 1967 The
Versatility Show moved o Morthampron,
Massachuseres, and then oo w the Sawmill
River Farm in Leverctr, Massachusents,
where it remained wntil 1971.

Although The Versatilioy Show never
atrracted the huge number of horses of the
more familiar Momgan shows, it plaved a
very important tole in cementing relation-
ships among Mongan owners and breeders.
It was just amazing who showed up at The
Versatility Show In 1989, Mike Goebig
rode Tas Tee ladian Summer to win The
Cirand Championship, In 1964, Rechard
Pickett had the Grand Champion, Bar-T
Superman. A sampling from the 1969
show program inchsdes Morgan  Manor
Marwdrin, Sam Mo Ashbrook, Applevale
Kinsman, Kennebee Corez and Kennebec
Brownie, The Yankee, Cool Ridge Lee
Darling, Townshend Vigildana, Frosty
Beau, and Townshend Vigildon. Thirty
five horses competed that year

Grace Yaglou remembered the 1969
Wersatility Show warmly, “Tharks where 1

firit met Margaret Gardiner,” she said. “Ic
was cobd, Wery cold. It was a great show |
had a lot of fum, You had o go in four divi-
sions, Pleasure, Driving, Racing, and one
other. Sam [Sam Mom Ash] was & kids
horse, He was by Oscar. He was pretey good
at the trot. | went in the Walking Bace, We
|:I'l:I-|'.'I-H.|'."!|I Cade E.il:. hll.rl' | h.ll.i F | gn-ud
time." The Versatilicy Show was the firse
event that brought these two Morgan
breeders, who had been around Morgans in
New England for decades, together,

Margarer Gardiner also remembered
The Versariliey Showe. =1 thought they were
wonderful,” she said enthusiastically. "l
think we got sevenths and eiphths o log of
the time. | do remember Kennebec
Brownie won the racing twice, He was out
of Helen May by Kennebec Ethan, so he
was i half brother i Kennebee Coune, Bill
Poulin, an uncle of Lacry Poulin, rode him.
I rxde Kennebec Cores, who was by U 5
Panez our of Kennebee Cory, who was a
half brother to Kennebec Russel, We had a
lot of fun. Horses | remember are Johnoy
Appleseed, shown by Louise Henry: and
Portledge Steven, a most excellent stallion
by Bay State Ideal out of Pordedge Mercy
Portledpe Steven was the ane we hattled
with for the Racing division, We won
twice and he won it ewice. [ have a lovely
great granddaughter by him now. Ethel was
g wonderful person anmd the Versatility
Show was a wonderful thing and a grear
showcase for the Morgan.”

Mary Jean Vasiloff recalled the outfis
Margarer Gardiner wore ar one of The
Mersatility Shows, “Margarer was wearing a
habushka, a floor length fur coar, and
Army boots!™ she laughed. Then she
remembered Ethel Gardners signature
horse, The Yankee, “He was a very seraight
moving horse, very cadenced, which is
why he remained sound for all his life. He
had a tireless movement, no wasted ener-
EY. very correct. He had a lot of muscle for
his size. He also had a very good brain and
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(Lefe o right) Tankees Danielle | The Yankee x Anna-Marie Mar-Lo) was miice voted Mid-Acdlancic Horse of the Year. (Phote © Torrance)
The Yankee, picnmed here in [9

a flexihle mind. A chanee of teck and he would switch
lns aeyle and do a diblerent _|-.'|:' He knew how o 18] |".'
the tack he was wearing. He had a nice kind eye."

Ethel pasionately believed in the Mogan and
did not do things by halves, When she decided w
jurng in, she was wtally committed. Ethel bankrolled
the first Versatility Show She wanted o sward prize
money and thar was not customary ar Morgan shows,
In 1971, she wmte a short paper about the develop-
ot of this show

“In early vears | had am wphill fight because no
ofe had heard of paying money in breed classes, work
harness classes, races [Morgan people that is], | used
o e much condemned for the scoring of all entries
and spooted because | sent our score resules after the
show. Then we camme o be known for our hospiealan
[hot and complete breakfast for exhibitors, for
instance] fun and good sportsmanship during the
show..... The show was aimed at the general public as
good, all-day family entertsinment. The show catered
i the exhibitors in the beliet thar it was a rough show
and an awdul lot of work and expense hixl preceded
their presence there.”

|1n.|r|l:|-.'\-|||.||;.: The Versatility Show r|."|'-r4.'h.'r|I-e'L| a
considerahle sacrifice. But the exhibitors so appreciar-
ed the shaowe thar they helped out. Az the first show,”
she wrote, “exhibitors turned around and gave me
either hall or all of their prize mamney o '.".|"||" pay hor
the show | suspece thar Marilyn Childs pur them up
tar it, knowing | had no financial feer o stand on
Anyway, | was everwhelmed.”

T|".|' ‘:Irill'lhl!'l.' |I.|!I-\.'\l I"I.'-\.'.I.I:II.' i n';._'|||-|r COMMIPETITOT AT

Mid-&, Gold Cup, and the Emstern Mational n
H-.llt|1:||L||.".-.~:1. Massachuserts. Erhel -r:-'.|"1.'q.'[|.'-.| 0 win
ribbons and if she didn's, she was not reticent about
taking it wp with the judge. She wrote of a time ar
Morthampton when D, C.1 Parks was judging, and
The Yankee was not wanning. Ethel recorded the
mioment as follows, {Editors Mote: Ethiel wrote this in
the third person.)

" Amnather fmee 2t bhe MNeongl M T Himrie .";F.-':-u'.
with Dr. Parks judging, after several classes Ethel
approached the pedee, “The Yimkee 65 wsed to petting rik
moms. Whae 3 his problem roday!' As chey were talking,
tankes was awarded two blues for o separde levels of
Direasmge. Chne evening afeer a hpe pleasure driving ol
and before the winners were announced, D, Parls
approacked Ethel while she and Yimbee were sull in che
lineup

“He said, 'I've been waniching your horse very care-
fully, His manmers ave perfect, hés performance is perfect
I st donte (ke hom.” Evhel thougpht, "W cares of e [ghe
him! After puccing him down for cen sears, you've finally
had o admie g0 me chat hes manners are perfect and hes
performance is perfect.” In spite of his sixth-place Tibbon,
The Yankee was Reserve Pleasure Chamjpion m that show
with 700 Morgans competing

Ethel husd acquited a couple of mares for her small
breeding program. By far, her favorite mane, and
Yankees favorite too, was Anna-Marie Mar-Lo
i Mickey Finn x Ruthwvens Barbara Ann). She bough
Lippitt Dulcie (Lippitt Sam x Lippice Dusky Kane) as
an older mare, and she owned Flyette {Flyhawk =

Juliette ). She bred Flyerte to Ulendon wo get Cascade’s

."-".I:JTE.III Her s = .-'-‘ul..gll'\.l 2003




Udonmafly, whom she remained in her
breeding program. The Yankee sired 30
registered Morgan foals and got his share
of non-Morgan mares, too. His first foals
were borm in 1964 and his lass in 1939,
Eleven of his foals were out of Anna-Marie
Mar-Lo and three out of Lippitt Dulcie.

In 1966, some competition arrived at
Cascacde Morgans. Ethel acquired a stal-
lion named Dennizs K (Flyhawk =x
Kathleen C). She found him in MNew
Jersey, doing work as a cart horse. He was
basically & rescue horse and needed exten-
sive rehabilization and recovered nicely in
Ethels hands. He sired three foals out of
Anna-Marie Mar-Lo, three from Lippice
Dulcie, and two from Flyeste. Ethel had a
very disciplined small breeding program.
Ethel bred abourt thiree mares a vear, and if
she was lucky, she got three foals. Some
years, there were only two foals, She kept a
few of the progeny for her future breeding
program, but she sold mose of the foals.
She never got carried away with breeding
mere than she could sell or more than she
conild suppore. At the peak of her program
she had, perhaps, 15 horses, including the
hartful of broodmares, the two stallions,
and current vear's foals,

In 1974, Ethel decided o move o
Florida, Her niece, Miven Owings, had the
family farm, Spring Lake Farm, in Lake
Wales, Florida, and that was a perfect stag-
ing area for the move. Ethel acquired some
family land right next door to Miven, and
with clasic Ethel resourcefulness, she
found the perfect house for her new farm.
It was an old railmad sarion. All she had
o dis was move i ten miles. She built the
farm around the milroad station and car-
ried on with breeding Morgans,

The move did not happen overnighs,
though. Erhel planned ir and phased i
throughout three years and finally got
there in 1977, Miven found a voung
woman whe lived near the Florida farm o
]’!rE'1|'|- Evhel with the mowe. Mora Saxon was

19 vears obd when she mer Echel and all
her experience had been with Chearter
Horses. Mora dove up o Pennsylvania o
bring a load of equipment o the new farm.
While in Pennsylvania, she had an oppor-
tunity to ride Anna Marie Mar-Lo and it
was quite an experience for the Cuarter
Horse kid “She was a madster,” Mo
recalled. 1 had ridden a homse thar ooreed
pretey fast, but never like that, | wasni
waare of the Mongank trotting abiling 1 was
riding her bareback and she was big as a
howse in foal. Ethel and | were in a field,
side by side, and | was amazed rhar chis
mare could trot o fast. Ethel mld me o
just ber the reins out and cluck. She ook
ol like o rocket II'I.'iI'h. The acceleration was
positively exhilarating, 1 had vears in my
eves, it was such a thrill. 1 fell in love and
| reever fomgot that ride. She passed dhar on
to her babies, too. She had a daughter
named Duenda who had thar same poad-
ster trob.” The Florids eenager who mde
Quarter Horses had a new vision of the
horse and is still breeding Mongans, more
than a quarter century larer.

“I had the experience of going out in
a wooden wheeled cart with a brake”
Mora recalled. “Evhel was a fearless driver.
She hitched Yankees Strutter. He was a
gorgeous big chestnur, big boned, out of
Anma-Marie Mar-Lo. She ok me dn
Pennypack Park and she was poing 90
miles an hour ||‘.|rn|.|ﬂ'| thiese ravines aned
hills. Whart a chirill! 1 was from Florida and
I had mever experienced the kind of ter
eaint they have in Pennsylvania. She was
going faster than | had ever trotted behind
a horse. [ fell in love with driving and |
still drive to this day”

Ethel was beginning o look w the
future of her breeding program and Miven
became the heir apparent. She inspired
both MWiven, and her daugheer, Kristal
Hoemoki, with a love for The Yankee and
all that he produced. Ethel never marrled
and had no children of her owm. In her
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nicce and grandniece, she found tao soul-
mates who shared in the spirit of her
beloved horses. However, in the 1970s,
Miven had a day job, so Mora Saxon
Dickey became the Birm manager. =1 broke
Yankees Pleasure,” Mora recalled. "Shes
still alive.”

Miven kept a Yankee son, Yankeet
Anhingo (x Lippitr Dulcie). "Someome
told Ethel that is a MNative American word
fior "waving grasses.™ Miven sakd. “And that
is exactly how he moves, like waving grass.
You could set a tea cup on his rump and ic
would stay there.”

“That horse should have died when
he was three years old,” Mora recalled. “1
had him at school with me, when | was in
colbepe. Miven sent him with me for erain-
ing. He got some kind of strange illness
and spiked a fever of 107 degrees. 1 kept a
hose on him for two days. He was down for
six weeks and had complere liver failure.
Somehiow, he recovered. | ook him home
to Spring Lake Farm again. He was lame
for a couple of years and then thar went
away, too. | actually showed him again.
Miven uses him for breeding and he’s seill
sertling mares at 29 vears obd.

“1 had a1 Yankees Anhingo son named
Gandolf,” Nora continued. “You could put
his picture next o his grear grandsive,
Squire Burger, and it looked like the same
hworse. He had that same chestnur colos
with the flaxen mane and ail, white face,
and rwo white socks behind. He had a big
neck, a big eye, and a very chiseled head.
He also had thar classic Squire Burger dis-
position. | showed him at The Dixie Cup
in English Maiden Pleasure in 1982 or so.
We did a lot of dri\".ing at the Florida State
Fair and won our share, He was always in
the ribbons, | foxhunted with him. oo,
Ethel did a Versatility Show after she came
to Florida and | deove him there, We had a
pood turnout, 20 or 30 horses. He was
never sick a day until he died ar the age of
4. 1 just lose him Last vear”
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Mora recalled training Mivens young
stock, “These horses were like nothing m
break. 19 just ger on and nde off. It was
never a problem. [t was thar way with every
ome of them. Thar solid remperament just
passed on o all the Yonkee foals. You
could do anyching with them.”

The Yankee died in 19589 st the age of
19, He outlived his beloved Anna-Marie
Mar-Lo by a few years and they were
buried side by side on the Grm. Edhel later
mioved to Morth Carolina, where she lived
with a friend until her death in the sum-
mer of 2002, Family and friends gathered
at the farm in February w celebrate her
life. Per her request, they scattered some of
her ashes over the graves of her two great-
st horses. Then they walked the shorr dis-
rance to the family cemetery on the farm
and placed the remaining ashes in the
farnily vl

Ethels litthe railroad station house was
sold amd Miven Chvings got a call from the
new owners a few months ago, They had
been cleaning out under the house and
foumnd many boxes. Miven deove o the sea-
son house 1o have a look, The boxes con-
tained all the records and breeding notes
and show programs Ethel had amassed
throughout the 40 years she bred Morgans,
HMiven was astonished at the level of detail
Ethel preservied in these boses, right down
to envelopes and scraps of paper with
small motes jorred on them.

“I'm the third generation on this
farm,” Miven said. “Erhels father, who was
my grandfarher, boughe this property in
1933 and started to do sustainable farm-
ing.” Larer, Mivens father ook over the
farm. *When my husband retired from the
military, my father became incapacitated,”
Niven explained. “Nobody else wanted i
and 1 was interested.” She now raises The
Tankess den’.‘rndml:s on that farm.

“Ethel believed the Momgan had so
much more to offer than just o go around
a ring,” Miven recalled. *She started The



Tankees Anhinpe
{ The Yankee x Lippite Dhelcie}.

a8

Versatility Show as a combi-
nation of everything the
Maorgan is -:.':ipal"l{' of doing.
The idea was to have one
horse andd develop it as far as
you can. The Yankee was her
first lowe and she did every-
thing else to support him.”

Mivens dﬂuﬂhw:. Kristal
j Homoki, is now living in

Pennsylvania. Mow, she 100 has
time to raise a few of The
Yankees descendants. Kristal
has rwo mares and a gelding by
Yankee's Anhingo, Kristal remembered her aunits
farm. “In 1975, 1 ot my first pony,” she said. “Ethel
aill had The Tankee, Anna-Marie Mar-Lo, and
Udonnafly She taught me everything 1 know ahout
hoeses, She insisted it was not good enough to be just
a rider. You had to be a skilled rider. It wasnt just a
matter of sitting there Inoking pretty with your heels
o,

Last vear. Kristal ook three horses to The Spring
Fling in New Jersey. “My gelding, Dusky Dhake, was
second in-hand, and my mare, Spring Lake Katefly,
was high-point Mongan,” she said prowdly. "Dhke
looks exactly like his grandsire, The Yankee. | saw
these three ladies sitting on the back of a truck, and
one of them said o me, '] really like your horse. He
lacks a lot like my horse, Yankees Excaliber. But you
wouldrit know him because he was by The Yankee."

Kristal shot right back, “OF coutse | know Thae
Yankee!™ Apparenaly, Kristal has moved into “Yankee™
Country. She plans o breed her Yankee mares, Dhilcie
Lenda and Spring Lake Katetly.

Otthvers also found their way o The Yankee stock.
Jerry CMson bought Spring Lakes Peter [ and showed
him in Combined Driving. In 1991 he won the
Dioubde Jeopardy Championship at the Mongan Cirand
National, and was reserve in Dressage Driving. “1 got
him from Miven as a feal,” Jerry said. “1 had a Quarter
Horse and a friend of mine was into Morgans and he
pot me o buy Peter [, 1 started with him in-hand,
then did pleasure driving and riding. Then we went to
Classic Pleasure and he did really well ar that. Hed do
five or six events at one showe Hes a versatile horse.
You could crank him ugp and you could bring him right

hack down. He has 20 foals, some Morabs. | have one
of his foals left, Sports Authority. | showed him one
vear and he won first and seconds everywhere we
went. The Yankee put our a lor of great horses here in
Florida. Peter [ is 19 years old now and 1 still have
him on the farm.”

Jeannine Diyer got Anna-Marie Mar-Laoks last colt
by The Yankee. The mare was 14 when she foaled
Yankees Amity. “She had a filly the next year”
Jeannine Diver recalled. “Peggy Pettinger said Anna-
Marie Mar-Lo was the fastest rrotting Mongan of mod-
ern times. | was interested in getting an Anna-Marie
blagr-Lo fonl and Ethel had a deal she called Breeder®
Ciamble. For 525 you could reserve her faal. The con-
eract said the foal had to live three days, There was an
agresd price for a soud colt and a higher price for @
filly. She was in foal to The Yankee. She foaled a cole.”

Jeannine also ook a Breeder’s Gamble on A nna-
Marle Mar-Los next foal by The Yankee. “That one
was a filly" Jeannine said. “The filly was named
Yankees Carillon, after a bell rower near Ethels farm
in Loke Wales, Florida. She foundered when we
brought her to 1llinots, so she never had any k als. She
lived mo be abour 14 years old.

“Amiry is about 14.2 with a flaxen mane and
tail,” Jeannine continued. *1 showed him in carriage
driving in Florida and he did well. He was in the top
tern of the AMHA Open Competition most of the
rime. At the Florida State Fair one year, he won the
all-breed open. He was seven when we moved o
linois and there was no carriage driving here, so we
switched to pleasure driving. He was third in the
country in pleasure driving the last year we showed
hitn. We had showed so much carriage driving in
Florida, nobody could compete with him. He won
everything in pleasure driving in Mineis,

“Amity has six daughrers and one colt,” Jeannine
said. "We have a two-year-old colr out of one of his
daughiters. We're planning o breed him this year. Ethel
ahwys kiept a mare in the pasture with The Yankee and
shye always had a mare in the stall next to him. | turncd
A mity out with the mares and he loved "

[n ehe four decades she owned Mongans, Erhel
Crardner inspired not only her own family, bur others,
as well, to take stock in The Yankee. The Yankee was
her wision of “The Hosse,” and shie certainly know that
vision was alive and well in 1989 when she laid her
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greatest horse m rest beside his grearess
mare. She warched generations of his prog-
ery prow up in hands she had personally
b-l.'l.ll.'l.'lL'IJ. Kristal sent Ethel rlirh.ln:s ch Thc
Yankees descendants at The Spring Fling
Show, shortly before Ethel died. She was
elated to ser another generation compet-
ing with The Yankeek Hoodlines. Miven
said, “My poal at Spring Lake Farm is wo
comtmnue with the Boodlines thar Ethel
started and o produce the hores with the
ttelligence and personality she  valued
and prepare them o go out imvo the world.™

Although The Veratility Show
never attracted the huge numbers of the
rraditianal Maorgan horse show, it pr Wik
ed & competitive venue for those who
believed passionately in the versarility of
thie individual Morgan, Mast of the peo-

ple who competed at those shows contin-
wed o own and breed Morgans for
Although  The

"-"{“rbdﬂ“'l".' Show ran its course as an

decades o come.
event after about a dozen seasons, it pro-
vided an importane bridge w the future.
It prowided a place for them o come
together, t realize they were not alone,
and to support one another. Many of
these people went out and Jid SPectac-
lar things with and for their Mosgans, If
you go down the lise of competitors at any
of Ethel Gardners Versatilicy Shows, youa
will find names thar are seill fmous in
the Morgan breed and beyond—40 years
later. It was as though she dropped a peb-
be in the pond of ideas and che ripples
thar wenr out from  that pebble have
never ceased., W



